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"THE PAST THREE-FOURTHS OF THE 
CENTURY." 



A historical paper read at the seventy-fifth anniversary of the First 
Congregational Church of Griggsville, 111., by the minister, the Rev. 
W. E. Griffith: 

Seventy-five years is a short time in the life of our nation and its 
institutions, but it is a long time in respect to the fife of the individual. 

Looking back, how dim and distant are the events. How few faces 
loom clear through the mists of time! Many of us had not been born, 
and the town's life was altogether different then than now. Pride and 
gratitude therefore well up in our hearts today, as we contemplate and 
rejoice in the services of these seventy-five years that have been so rich 
in thought and service. 

Seventy-five years have made this church historic, for it forms no 
small part in our equipment for holy service. It is an ally of power. 
It is, in itself, ample to meet the needs in many respects. 

This church is religion in stone and wood. It is the voice of architec- 
ture crying out in gratitude and love to Him who is the great head of the 
universal church. It is, in itself, a minister of the gospel of the love 
of God as revealed in and through Jesus Christ. The sermon that it 
preaches here as it stands today is: 

There is a God; worship Him, 

There is a Christ; believe in Him, 

There is a Holy Family; join it, 

There is a gospel preached, listen to it. 

There is a Christian work to be done; do it. 

The First Congregational Church of Griggsville, was organized in the 
month of August, 1834, just two years and two months preceeding the 

353 



354 

organization of the now so called Quiney Association of Congregational 
churches, which occurred in Quiney at the home of the Rev. Asa Turner, 
minister of the church of that city. On the said date in August, Revs. 
Turner and Carter of Jacksonville, 111., then members of the Schuyler 
Presbytery, held a meeting of several days duration in Griggsville, and 
as a result of their deliberations organized a church of 12 members. The 
Rev. Edward HoUister became their first minister. Small as the church 
was in membership, such were the differences in belief as to church polity, 
that it soon became expedient for the sake of harmony and peace to 
divide the membership and perfect two separate organizations. Thus, 
as the fruits of that difference two Congregational churches existed side 
by side for a period of time, but at the close of the year 1836 peace was 
restored among the brethren, a union of the two churches consummated, 
and a call extended to the Rev. Asa T. Norton to become their minister; 
his salary being partly raised on the field and the rest being supplied by 
the Connecticut Missionary society, which is now known as the Con- 
gregational Home Missionary Society. 

These brethren like many more since their day have learned the mean- 
ing of the poets words: 

Our little systems have their day. 

They have their day and cease to be; 
They are but broken Ughts of Thee, 
And Thou O' Lord, art more than they. 

At the very inception of Rev. Asa T. Norton^s ministry, the people 
erected a new church building, which is now the old Town Hall, just 
west of this present edifice on the next block, dedicated June 13th, 1838, 
the Rev. M. N. Gridley of Jacksonville, 111., preaching the sermon. 
This church in which we are met today was built in 1853 and enlarged 
in 1868. 

It was on the evening of February 1st, 1837, that the following members 
of the Congregational and Presbyterian churches, i. e., David Hoyt and 
wife, B. Bickford, J. Beckford, N. Trumbull, G. T. Purkitt, T. Dickinson, 
A. P. Sharp, David Lyon and J. R. Clark met at the home of the Rev. 
A. T. Norton for the purpose of discussing the subject of the interest of 
Christ's kingdom in their midst, with the Rev. A. T. Norton in the chair. 
After prayer and consultation, it was unanimously: 
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Resolved J That it is expedient to form a church to be called '^The Con- 
gregational Church of Griggsville/' and further, that the Revs. Hale, 
Carter, and Baldwin be a committee on organization. And also. 

Resolved, That the committee be instructed to admit members into 
the church on personal examination as to their evidence of piety. Also, 

Resolved, That the day previous to the formation of the church be 
observed, by those interested, as a day of fasting and prayer, with special 
thought concerning the event. 

This season was duly observed on Thursday, February 16th. On the 
next day following, Revs. A. Hale and William Carter, examined such 
persons as offered themselves for admission into the church, and the 
following named persons were received: Mr. A. Tyler, by letter from 
the Congregational church of Bath, Maine; Benjamin Beckford, David 
Hoyt and wife, George Purkitt and wife, from the Congregational 
church of Jacksonville, 111.; Joseph B. Beckford and wife, Miss. Judith 
Beckford, Mr. Lyman Cm-tis and wife, from Litchfield, Conn.; Mr. 
Amos Dean and wife, Mrs. Anna Hatch of Hillsborough, N. H.; Ruth 
A.Tyler from Bath, Maine; Elizabeth Wilson, Mrs. Margaret Kneeland 
by letter from the Park Street Church of Boston, Mass.; Mr. Theodore 
Dickinson and wife, David Lyon and wife, Mrs. Hanna C. Curtis, J. 
R. Clark, Mr. A. P. Sharp, Mrs. Ovissa Foote, Mr. Natii'l Trumbull 
and wife, Mr. Samuel Reynolds, and Misses. Elizabeth and Mary Wilson 
on confession of faith. The last named person is with us today, and it 
is her Ukeness that graces the front page of the anniversary program. 
She is the only living charter member, and we are glad that through the 
providence of Our Father she is spared to be present with us on this 
memorable occasion. 

The Rev. A. T. Norton was the first minister of the union of the old 
and the new organizations called the First and the Second Congrega- 
tional churches. His ministry with the newly formed church was one 
of a year's duration, but it waso ne of real foundation building, and he 
laid a lasting foundation, building much better than he knew. A gra- 
cious revival of religion was experienced by the church, and many were 
converted to Christ, so that the membership grew to 143 members. 
These were the days, when men and women like Mr. Reuben Hatch, 
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David Hoyt and wife, Mr. George Pratt, Miss Harriet N. Hoyt, Mr. 
G. W. Johnson, Mr. David Baldwin and wife. Miss Sarah Dexter, Miss 
A. Beckford, and Miss JuUa Wright were the staunch supporters of the 
work, together with others whose names are unknown to the writer. 

Following Rev. A. T. Norton's ministry, the Rev. WilUam Whitelsey, 
supplied the pulpit, imtil the calling and settling of the Rev, Andrew 
L. Pennoyer, whose ministry covered the years of 1838 to 1842. The 
Rev. Andrew L. Pennoyer was bom at New Haven, Conn., Nov. 20th, 
1807. He studied for a time at Yale College and Lane Theological 
Seminary. He came to Illinois at an early day, and preached in Griggs- 
ville. After retiring from the active ministry he moved to Roseville, 
Warren county, Illinois, where he spent the remainder of his Ufe on a 
farm. It was only after a few years residence there that Mrs. Pennoyer 
entered into rest, soon followed by her husband. During his ministry 
Mr. Walker Cree and his wife, Lucy E. and Sarah Collins, Mr. Charles 
and Sarah Baxter, Mr. A. P. Sharp, Miss E. Lyman, Mrs. Mary G. 
Kenney, Deacon Librick, Mr. Willard Guild, Mr. Samuel Reynolds, 
Mr. Theodore Dickinson, Mr. Isaac Baldwin, were active and faithful 
workers in the church. Mr. George Pratt was the Supt. of the Sunday 
School, and Mr. Theodore Dickinson clerk of the church. 

It was during his pastorate that the church bell was rung three times 
a day, at 7:00 a. m., 12:00 m., and 9:00 at night by the late husband 
of the only present charter member. 

At the close of his ministry the Rev. Mr. Allen suppUed the pulpit, 
until the coming of the Rev. John Ballard, M. D., in 1843. His min- 
istry covered the years of 1842 to 1843. A rather brief one indeed, 
and yet a fruitful one in some respects. During that year some 29 
persons united with the church on profession of faith in Jesus Christ, 
and two came by letter from other churches. It was at this time that 
such men as Mr. Nathan French, Mr. Calvin Hayes, Mr. James 
Winn and the Spofford family were such loyal and earnest workers 
in the church. During this period of church life the brethren suffered 
the loss of Mr. Reuben Hatch who decided to move back to old New 
England. It is hard for a man from the east to be content in the west. 
The Rev. J. T. Holmes succeeded the Rev. John Ballard, M. D., and 
enjoyed a ministry that covered the years of 1844 to 1847. Mr. Holmes' 
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ministry was interrupted by an illness, which necessitated the assistance 
and service of Rev. Mr. Carter, who faithfully cared for his pulpit 
ministrations. The historian records the sad fact that Rev. Holmes 
quietly passed to his reward as a result of the illness and was buried 
in the Griggsville cemetery. The sojourner may behold the head 
stone at the grave as he walks among the dead in God's silent city. 

During these years the church is made to feel the power and influence 
of such men and women as Mr. David Hoyt, and Mr. Lombard the 
efficient Sunday School superintendent, and that of Mrs. Emeline 
Battles, Miss E. Fisk, Miss Sarah Jane CoUins, Miss Pratt and others. 

The Rev. Starr, the so called liberal of his time, became the minister 
of this church. Brother Starr, was a man far in advance of his day 
in thought and truth; and as a consequence he was made to endure the 
criticisms that naturally follow a person who dares to break with the 
past. His ministry covered the years of 1849 to 1851. He was not 
only a preacher, but an author and writer. While minister of this church 
he wrote and pubhshed a book entitled *' Discourses of the Nature of 
Faith.'' The book itself is accompanied by the photograph of the 
author, and a memoir written by a friend which has interwoven with 
it data concerning Griggsville. The memoir dates back to the year 
of 1857. 

William Henry Starr was born in Middletown, Conn., April 27, 
1817. In 1832 he came to Alton, 111., with his parents, where he became 
a merchant clerk. In 1833, his father died. His early opportunities 
for obtaining an education were limited. A few months of the year 
of 1834, were spent in the Alton High School, now Shurtleff College. In 
1835, he made his first public profession of rehgion and united with the 
Presbyterian Church in CarUnville, 111. In 1839, he was admitted 
as a student of the Illinois College at Jacksonville, where, partly from 
dyspepsia and partly in the interest of rigid economy he boarded himself 
during the greater part of his college course. He was, said Prof. Adams, 
** highly distinguished in college as a scholar, his retiring disposition 
unfortunately caused him to be misunderstood by his classmates, but, 
in after years those who were aUenated from him while in college 
became his warmest friends. Mr. Starr began his married Ufe 
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in Griggsville, having married the daughter of Captain James A. Collins, 
who, after his death, became a missionary to China. 

As one wanders through the cemetery at Elgin, 111., they will come 
across the grave with a monument erected in his memory. Those were the 
days of transition in what we are obUged to call the change from the 
theological views of the old school to those of the new, which was then 
making itself felt in no small measure. 

The Rev. T. Lyman followed Mr. Starr, and was minister for only 
one year, so to speak, but during that year they grew in numbers and 
power. Such people as Mrs. Sylvester Hoyt, Mr. George Roberts, 
Miss Fuller, Miss Read, Dr. O. C. Pond, Mr. Frank Moore, Dr. Reuben 
Hatch and wife, Mrs. Hanna Winn, Mary Ann Bates, Ehza Pond, 
Mr. Steven Hayes and wife, Mr. Samuel Rider and wife, Mrs. Olive 
Rider and Mr. and Mrs. Giles Penstone made their influence felt in 
the affairs of its administration. 

The all too short ministry of the Rev. RoUin Mears, covered the years 
of 1853 to 1856. Mr. Mears was an installed minister, this being a 
new custom in the settUng of the brethren over a church. One of 
his intimate friends wrote of him at the advent of his death as a brother 
greatly beloved and an able preacher, as well as a successful minister 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. During his ministry Mr. C. N. Kneeland 
was church clerk, and Mr. P. Cotton the superintendent of the Sabbath 
School. It was then that in order to maintain the school, that each 
member was taxed 25 cents to go towards its financial support. A 
Sunday School was an invaluable part of the church work in those days. 
During this time a Rev. Parker, held a seventeen days revival meeting 
and as a result 26 persons united with the church, among these being 
Miss Ellen Dix, Nancy Tyler as she was called, Mr. C. Penstone, Mrs. 
Margaret Cree, Mrs. OUve Rider, Mrs. Sarah E. French, and Mr. 
Deacon Guild, the man of whom it was said that the boys would run 
away from for fear he would talk to them about religion. Other new 
members were Mrs. Sarah F. Dix, Mr. Walker Cree, Mr. S. E. Hoyt, 
Mrs. Mary Baxter, Mrs. Martha Wilson, Miss Abby Ann Hatch, Mr. 
James Shinn, Mr. Robert Kenney, Mr. Clayton Rider, Miss Abby 
Reynolds, Mr. Isaac Hatch, D. Walker Cree, Mrs. Elizabeth Pratt, 
Mrs. Lydia B. Hatch and others. 
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The Rev. N. P. Coltrin followed Mr. Mears, in the year 1857, and 
closed his work in 1861 and his ministry is of intense interest. Mr. 
Coltrin, resigned the pastorate at Plymouth, Illinois, and came to this 
church to be its minister. After being in charge of the work here he 
resigned and entered the army as chaplain, but, not Uking the work, 
returned to the State and entered the work of the ministry, and then 
re-entered the army service the second time as chaplain, in May, 1864, 
of the Normal 33d, Regiment of Illinois Volunteers. He was in many 
respects an original, eccentric and strong man. There was a rare com- 
bination in him of independence in thought, conjoined with modesty, 
reticence, a shyness and reserve. He was a thinker, with full and ready 
utterance, and as an eloquent preacher he had unusual power. It 
has been said by one who knew him personally that on the way to a 
place of preaching one might see his moving lips, some times gesticu- 
lation, a palUd face; but not always a neck tie, or a collar, or combed 
hair or even a hat. He, however, was rarely without a handkerchief, 
and when in deep feeling wrestUng with the great things of the Kingdom, 
his gesticulations were with handkerchief in hand, one, two or more, 
as the case might be, or in later years with spectacles held by bow in 
one hand, the case and the handkerchief, in the other, in apparent 
utter unconsciousness. 

The following new members united with the church during his ministry: 
Mrs. Abbie Green, Mrs. Mary Ludlow, a nurse during the Civil War, 
Mrs. Germina Cadwell, Mr. John Sailor, Mr. Aaron Tyler, Mr. M. 
Ayers, Mr. Chas. Wallace, Mrs. S. Baldwin, Mr. James Winn, Mr. 
George Pratt and others unknown to the writer. 

The ministry of the Rev. W. W. Whipple, was a fruitful one, although 
a Presbyterian, he finds himself much at home among the Congrega- 
tionaUsts. This brother^s lot is made sad by the fact that many of the 
faithful supporters of his cause are called home from labor to enjoy 
the blessed reward for service rendered to the Master. It is in the 
death of such as Mr. Isaac Hatch, Deacon I. D. Philbrick, Mr. Thomas 
Bates, Miss Fannie Dix, Mr. James Kneeland, Mr. Nathaniel Trmnbull, 
and Mr. Willard Guild that the church suffers an irreparable loss. Mr. 
Whipple^s ministry began in 1862 and closed in the year 1866. 
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The Rev. H. G. McArthur followed Mr. Whipple in the same year and 
remained with the church mitil the year 1870. The Rev. H. G. 
McArthur was a brother to the noted Dr. Robert McArthur, minister 
for 40 years of the Calvary Baptist Church of New York City. 

Mr. McArthur's ministry was ©ne of great blessing to the church 
and such members as Mr. A. J. Pratt, Mr. S. Penstone, Mr. William 
French, Mrs. Dr. Stoner, Miss Alice Hoyt, Mrs. E. Butler, and Z. 
Butler, Mrs. Julia Rider, Miss Jessie E. Kenney, Mrs. E. Baxter, 
Miss Ella Wilson, and Mrs. Hattie Rider were influential in the work 
of the church. 

The Rev. Elihu C. Barnard, now of Whitewater, Wisconsin, suc- 
ceeded Mr. McArthm*, during the years of 1870 to 1874. Mr. Barnard 
was a Godly man as well as a scholar, and was much loved by those 
who knew him. The impress of his life and character is left upon the 
church and many who were fortunate to come under his influence and 
preaching. 

The Rev. George H. Bailey succeeded Mr. Barnard, in the year 1875, 
and remained until the year of 1877. Mr. Bailey was a strong preacher 
and a good pastor. He was strong believer in the cause of Evangelistic 
effort and it was through him that a gracious awakening took place 
whereby many were led to Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 

The ministry of the Rev. S. M. Wilcox, began in the year of 1878, and 
closed in the year of 1885. Miss Abby Hatch was the superintendent 
of the Sunday School and the enrollment was 162. Mr. Wilcox was an 
untiring worker and a strong preacher, and much good was accomplished 
during his ministry. 

The Rev. Fred M. Abbott succeeded him in the year of 1886, and closed 
his ministry in the year of 1892. During his ministry the church grew 
in interest and strength and many improvements were made; such as 
an addition to the church and a pipe organ fund started. Dr. L. J. 
Harvey was the efficient clerk of the church, and Miss Abby Hatch 
the superintendent of the Simday School. 

At the close of Mr. Abbott's ministry the Rev. Nathan L. Burton, 
became its efficient minister. We are glad that he is here with us and 
that he can and will speak for himself. Mr. Burton, began his min- 
istry with this church in the year of 1892, and closed it in the year 1902, 
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thus making in all a faithful service rendered of ten years. At the close 
of the Rev. F. E. Hall's ministry of our sister church at Springfield, 
he came to Griggsville, at the invitation of Mr. Burton and held a 
series of evangelistic services, and as a result some 82 new members 
were added to the church; some of them now being the main stays of this 
church today. Just at the close of this very fruitful ministry a shadow 
fell over the church, and the historian is called upon to record the 
untimely death of Mrs. John F. Hatch. As all will testify who 
were privileged to know her, and as a certain friend who was per- 
sonally acquainted with her wrote; thus summing up this noble life 
in these words: "She was a woman of most noble character, of a 
bright and sunny disposition, with a kind word for every one. Ever 
ready to do for others in sickness, trouble, or distress/ with malice 
toward none, and charity for all.' '' 

In the year of 1903, the Rev. Hiram H. Appelman became the minister 
of the church and continued to fill that oflBce until the year of 1908. His 
ministry was a happy one. We are glad that he is with us today, and 
that he will speak for himself this evening. It was during his ministry 
that Evangelist Charles Hunt, of Minneapolis, Minn., held a powerful 
series of special meetings and that resulted in the conversion of 30 
young people, who afterwards united with the church. At the close 
of Mr. Appelman's ministry the church had a membership of 240. Mr. 
James Winn, was the efficient clerk, and Messrs. Matthew Giddens 
and Frank E. Gay the superintendents of the Sunday School. 

It was in the fall of the year of 1908, that your present minister was 
called to assume the duties of the pastorate here. I rejoice in the fact 
that these years thus far have been years of delightful fellowship, and 
blessing. We have lived together in peace, and the blessing of our 
Father has been upon us in our many new experiences. It has not 
always been an easy task, for us, but, nothing worth having is won 
without an effort. There has been perfect harmony and peace between 
us during these few years, and we have endeavored to do our duty 
as it has been revealed to us through the revelation that has been ours 
through the Holy Spirit of God. As I have gone over from time to time 
such a glorious history as that of yours, I have been impressed with 
the fact that a number of families have had four generations who have 
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been faithful members of this church. Such a history is one to be 
proud of. 

During the last few years many changes have taken place in the 
membership of the church. Some of the brethren have gone to other 
climes to make their homes, while others have been called up higher. 
We have mingled our sorrows and our joys together and are toiUng 
on till the Master calls us from labor to service in a higher sphere. 

Seventy-five years of history, fragrant with the memory of glorious 
service and victory is one to be proud of. The voice of God speaks 
today to us in the words of the 14th, chapter of Exodus and the 15th 
verse and says: "Speak unto the children of Israel that they go for- 
ward, '' and in the strength of the late Malbie D. Babcock's words, 
may we: 

Be Strong! 
It matters not how deep intrenched the wrong, 

How hard the battle goes, the day how long, 
Faint not — fight on! 

Tomorrow comes the song. 



